Aspire Academy and Delhi Dynamos FC sign groundbreaking
partnership to develop and shape the future of the Indian Super
League
Exclusive technical partnership will see world-renowned Aspire Academy work hand-in-hand
with the ISL giants to raise the quality of football development in India
Aspire Academy and leading Indian Super League (ISL) football club, Delhi Dynamos FC, today signed
a groundbreaking technical partnership that will see the world-renowned Doha-based academy
share its football knowhow and management expertise (including coaching, training, scouting and
sports science) with the Delhi-based club in their pursuit of success on the pitch.
As part of the agreement, Aspire Academy will send coaches, talent scouts and analysts to Delhi,
India, to help develop existing talent and promote best practice in training, development and
scouting for the club's teams and different youth development programmes, including the already
well established Delhi Dynamos FC Soccer Schools, Development Centre and Residential Academy.
The long-term partnership will start immediately with Aspire coaches expected to arrive in Delhi
shortly.
Aspire Academy and Delhi Dynamos FC are also happy to announce that eligible youth will be
allowed to take part in the ‘Aspire Residential Programme’, which gives young players the chance to
train and learn at the world-renowned Aspire Academy. The initiative will give young footballers the
exposure to international leading coaches and the opportunity to train at the same facilities as top
international football clubs, including Real Madrid, FC Barcelona and FC Bayern Munich, accelerating
their development and that of Indian football.
The partnership will also see Aspire Academy and Delhi Dynamos FC work together to shape the
club’s football structure to optimise operations and build a domestic and global football network for
the Capital City’s only football franchise. As part of this, the two organisations will implement a
knowledge transfer system, giving Delhi Dynamos FC access to the Academy’s football
methodologies, planning and data analytics capabilities. Both organisations hope the partnership will
produce a leading number of players for India’s national teams in the very near future.
Commenting on the signing of the partnership, Aspire Academy Director General, Ivan Bravo, said:
“The Indian Super League is one of the most dynamic and exciting new leagues in the world and
we’re thrilled to be entering into this agreement with one of the country’s most successful clubs.
Today’s announcement marks an important milestone for Delhi Dynamos FC and Aspire Academy.
Our two organisations share many of the same values and ambitions, and together we will lay the
first foundations of what we hope will become a long-standing partnership in football development
between Qatar and India.”
Bravo added: “We’re confident Aspire Academy can help Indian football develop the vast talent
available in the country and aid the growth of a competitive league that makes an impact on a global
stage.”

Dr. Anil Sharma, owner of Delhi Dynamos FC, said: “India and Qatar are two countries with close ties
and it is only natural that there is a partnership between two organisations based in their respective
capital cities. I am happy and excited to see Delhi Dynamos FC partner with a prestigious
organisation in order to help grow football not only in Delhi, but in Northern India as well. The Indian
Super League has great potential and Aspire Academy’s involvement will help to cement Delhi
Dynamos FC’s reputation as one of the most exciting clubs in Indian football. Both organisations
have lofty expectations and we will work hard to provide global opportunities for young Indian
players and make football the number one sport in Northern India. "
The ISL was founded in 2013 and has become one of the fastest-growing professional football
leagues in the world, with an average match attendance of more than 26,000 (2015 season average),
the third-highest of any domestic professional league in the world - behind only the Bundesliga and
the Premier League - and the highest in Asia. Since its inaugural season, the ISL and Delhi Dynamos
FC in particular have attracted some of the biggest names in world football, including Alessandro Del
Piero, who was the global league ambassador, Florent Malouda, Roberto Carlos and John Arne Riise,
to name a few.
Aspire Academy’s agreement with DDFC is the first of its kind in the Indian subcontinent for the
academy and follows a global network the academy has developed with other leading clubs
including KAS Eupen (Belgium), Cultural y Deportiva Leonesa (Spain) and Independiente del Valle
(Ecuador).
-EndNotes to editors:
About Aspire Academy:
Since opening its doors in 2004, Aspire Academy has become one of the foremost national sports
academies in the world. Working as part of the Aspire Zone Foundation - an international sport
destination – Aspire Academy is at the heart of a sporting revolution currently taking place in Qatar
and around the region. The Academy is conceiving, promoting and implementing game-changing
excellence in sports training and elite athlete development that is enabling an entire generation of
talented, disciplined and committed individuals, both Qataris and internationals to pursue their
sports dreams.
Together with the other members of the Aspire Zone Foundation (Aspire Logistics and ASPETAR
Qatar Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Hospital), the Aspire Academy is developing sports
champions, promoting healthy lifestyles and galvanizing the sports economy of today, and the
future.
For more information please visit www.aspire.qa.
About Delhi Dynamos F.C.:

Delhi Dynamos F.C (DDFC), founded in 2014, is the club of the capital city of India that plays in the
Indian Super League (ISL). As the only ISL club in Northern India, Delhi Dynamos FC has a catchment
area of over 300 million people and is proud to have fan favourites Marcelinho, Golden Boot winner
last season, and Florent Malouda, Hero of the League, as part of the team. It is also one of the more
consistent teams in the ISL, having qualified for the league Semi-Finals in both of the last two
seasons. It also won the Fair Play Award in the ISL’s first season.

